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DEDICATION | 


Totte Man whoſe Charities 
and Humanity are extended 
and invigorated with the en- 
oreaſe of his Years; Who. has 
long lamented the Fotlorn! 
State of the Poor of Elend. 
and whoſe Purſe fo liberally 
poured forth to their Relief, 

SL] OKE 1 the 


DEDICATION. 
the Writer preſumes to dedi- 
cate the following Pages. As 
their Tendency is to promote 
5 crops oe and as they deſcribe 


Expectations and Wiſhes of 
4 thoſe WhO rejoiced at the At- 
tainment of our commercial 
Liberties, he is confident the 
Subject, however indifferently 
handled, cannot be wupleafing 
OR er 
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| THOUGHTS, 


THOUGHTS, & 


Peanars the firſt riſe of the 
Emancipation of Ireland was the new 
and ſpirited idea ftarted by Mr, 
Bog on,“ in the Houſe of Commons, 
That nothing but a Free Trade could 
10 effectually relieve the Kingdom, 
and this idea has ſince been purſued 
even to the attainment of our poli- 
tical Liberty. The firſt grant of a 
Free Trade created a general ferment 
in the imagination of all thinking 
People in the Kingdom; many flat- 
tered themſelves | that the various 
00 
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Arts nad Buſineſſes in which Eng- 
| wi s, would be immediately 


RE. and eſtabliſned here, and 


ſome Gentlemen of landed property 
went ſo far as to invite Weavers, 
Dyers, and others from Mancheſter, 
under the notion that providing them 
with. an eligible ſituation was all 
that was requiſite.— Theſe theoriſts 
were ſo ignorant of the nature of 
manufacturing, as to Tuppoſe the 


buſineſs could be eſtabliſhed by col- 


lecting a number of ingenious artiſts 


together, not adverting that even 


where the manufacture i 15 conducted | 
diſtindly i in its different departments 


of ſpinning, weaving, dying, bleach- | 


ing, printing, « &c. &c. the heads of 


_ each- ie a 1 Bat men 


„„ 


| line c of buſineſs are never 8 in- 
| duced to remove to another country, 
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whatever advantages are held forth; 
the idle and drunken workmen wWwhe 
are out of employment, or ambitious 
of becoming maſters, are fond of 
emigrating, and Ireland ſpeedily 
ſwarmed with the ſcum of the 
Engliſh manufacturing towns, 
Max ſchemers were induced by 
theſe emigrants to make attempts 
in different manufactures, which 
neceſſarily fell to the ground where 
want of capital was on one ſide, 
and kna very or drunkenneſs, though 
united with ſkill, on the othen. 
Tx few men in this kingdom who, 
have acquired a property by trade 
or buſineſs are cautious, and. know 
well the trouble it coſt them, and 
are not. inclined to rifque. it in 
what bears the appearance of 
18 | ſcheming; 


ca: 


ſehbeming; and again, thoſe to 


whom a property had fallen by 
deſcent, were in general too warm 
in the purſuit of pleaſure, and de- 
ſpiſed trade too much, to think of 
embarking in manufactures. — Be- 
ſides, experience had ſhewna the 
danger of attempting any thing out 
of the common beaten path, as we 
have ſcarcely an example of a for- 
tune made in Ireland by any manu- 
facturers except thoſe concerned in 
the linen buſineſs, wherein an ex- 
port trade had been encouraged: in- 
deed the narrow limits of home con- 
ſumption, and the diſtreſſing conſe- 
quences of an oyer-ſtocked market. 
rendered it impoſſible for any manu- 
facture to flouriſh in Ireland, whilft 
fimilar fabrics, the redundance per- 
haps of the Engliſh market, were 
admitted * at a moderate , and 


5 our 


(mY) 
our. own redundangies had no foreign 
"lth: + 


Tu os, former attempts in manu- 
factures having proved in 4 great 
meaſure abortive whilſt the reſtric- 
tions lay on our trade, and recent 
attempts having miſcarried from the 
_ cauſes already mentioned, the lauda- 

ble ſpirit of enterpriae naturally ex- 
cited on the attainment of our liber- 

ty, might have died away had not 
ſome notable example been exhibited 
to prove that a well founded plan, 
purſued with unremitting attention 
and ſteady perſeverance, would final 
y n all difhenltios, 105 4 
5 Ma. Baan was one 525 ets 
who on the grant of a free trade look - 
ed about for a little time in hopes of 


encouraging: manufacturers to ſettle 
B on 


. 

oa his Tirhds! in the County of Kildare, 
without being himſelf engaged: in 
trade; but he ſoon diſcovered his 
error and aceident threw in his way 
a. ft of Mancheſſer artiſts who had 
bern juſt diſappointed of employ- 
ment by ſome gentlemen by whom 
they wert invited hither, and Mr. 
Brooke,:after ſome little * 
„ eee e 
12 dil J 70 aan, 77 
Thus he n in a ets | 
of which he was totally ignorant, it 
was therefore the more neceſſary, as 
to firſt· principles, and lay à folid 
foundation for an undertaking of 
ſuch magnitude. The general and 

leading ideas were, firſt, to eſtabliſſi 
the ſame prices for workmanſnip a 
in England; the fecond, to be ſup- 
e with ſueh wer as ena 
* | bled 


1 1 
bled the Engliſn to wok t BD 
prices, and at the fame time make 
perfect goods z the third, Wüs to 
guard againſt the ruinous coffe. 
' quences of : drunkenneſs and cm- 
binations; and the fourth, to- erect 
the factories in a plentiful country, 
not far diſtant from the capital, and 
where firing was cheap It was in 
vain on theſe principles to attetapt 
the eſtabliſhment in Dublin,- and to 
graft the manufacture on a country 
town would ha ve incurred moſt of 
the difficulties He therefore deter- 
mined to build on this lands in the 
County of Kildare adjoining the Bog, 
and convenient tothe Grand Canal, 
and immediately began a Factory for 
ſpinhing and weaving, and a few 
houſes for weavers: * whilſt thefe 


were in hands he cleared out ſome 


out offices and put to work a card- 
| B 2 | ing 


© 38. 5. 
ing machine, a ſpinning Jenny, ad 
a loom with the fly ſbuttle, all of 
which ons of the party had brought 
over, and he diſpatched another of 
the party to Mancheſter for machi- 
9 NerFs. and a few handle yet wanting 
in ſome departments of the buſineſs. 
Ihe principal he placed in an exten- 
ſive concern at Dolphin's-Bafn where 
there was the convenience of Water, 
and here all neceſſary preparations 
| were made for executing the cut 
ting, dying, bleaching, and- finiſh- 
ing branches. Thus all commenced , 
with ſpirit, and:in a few weeks one 
Piece was produced which from its 
quality, proved that the ſame hands, 
with the ſame apparatus, could exe- 
cute as good work in Ireland as in 
ö England, notwithſtanding the com- 
mon opinion to the contrary. 


Tae 
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Tus public ſoon reaped the 245 


8 of the eſtabliſhment of the 


dying factory in Dublin, as cotton 
goods before this period were neither 
cut, dyed, dreſſed or finiſhed as in 
England, a number of looms were 
therefore quickly ſet to work on 
different cotton fabrics by manu 
facturers in Dublin, and the corpo- 
ration of Weavers, ſenſible of theſe 
advantages, preſented Mr. Brooke 
with his freedom, expreſſing their 
thanks in very ſtrong terms he has 
alſo been complimented in a ſimilar 
manner ſince by the Guild of Mer- 
chants and the Corporation of the 
City. Had Mr. Brooke confined his 

dy ing factory to the execution of his 
oven goods it is probable the cotton 
manufacture would not have ex» 


tended for ſome years fo rapidly as 


it did in a few months. But indeed, 
| from 


| 4 14 7 
ſrom what 1 can find out he never 


entertained .an idea of monopoly; 
but rather held it ſubverſive of the 


public - intereſt, - and monly: of 


. N alſo, 

Tur den- he had ſent to Bag: 
land for machinery and workmen 
ſpent his time in his oπ,Cn private 
affaits, ſquandered the money he 
was entruſted with, brought over 
unſkilfol hands and a variety of 
machines, which, after expending 
four fold their original coſt in put- 


ting to work, altering and repair- 


ing, were finally broken up as total- 
ly uſeleſs, and ſo was twelve months 
work of a machine-maker this man 


| had brought over - at high Wages. 


Theſe miſcarriages with reſpec to 


machinery incurred various difficul- 5 


Was 
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was that of being unable to furniſd ; 

the weavers with a due ſupply 'of 
weft; however early meaſures were 
taken to obtain good machines; for 
as ſoon ag it was diſcovered that the 
firſt meſſenger had betrayed his truſt 
another of the workmen, was dif: . 
| _ patched to England, and he.execut- 
ed his commiſfion faithfully: But, 
Mr. Brocke, at length perceived 
that a much greater number of 
machines were requifits, more than 
he at firſt imagined, and that the 
delays and expence of - procuring 
them from England was an inſupe- 
rable bar to ſpeedy extcnfjon.. He 
therefore eneouraged Mr. Kirch- 


|  hoffer,, à noted Cabinet: maker in 


Dublin, to undertake machine mak - 
ing, and he afterwards found that 
this. was one of the earlieſi ſteps he 
. ſhould have taken: But notwith- 
" Ig LE” ſtanding 


\ 
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ſtanding he ſupplied his beſt mo- 
dels, yet it was with infinite labour 
8 and expence Mr. Kirchhoffer ar- 
”\£ rived at perfection, as making any 
part of theſe machines is a trade in 
itſelf, and any one part ill- made or 
imperfect, rendered the whole uſe- 
leſs. At length he collected the 
different artiſts under his own eye, 
and the difficulties with reſpect to 
= machinery were ſurmounted, which 
| 1 had impeded Mr. Brooke's progreſs 
q us well as many others in' the « cotton 
urg os 6.99 gh n 


„Dune: this: peridd;': a u number 
1 ; of houſes were built and filled with 
ö | © weavers, moſt of whom Mr. Brooke 
0 was afterwards obliged to diſcharge, 
being idlers or drunkards ; indeed 
few others would attempt removing 
to a new eſtabliſhment the ſucceſs 


| / of 
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of which muſt appear 1 2. 


ſober and diligent workmen natu- 


rally fall into conſtant employment 
under maſters who know their value, 


and ſuch workmen, as I before ob- 


ſerved, are ſeldom willing to change. 


However, though very great loſſes. 


were incurred in diſcharging from 


time to time ſuch numbers from the 
factory, yet as moſt of them were 
ingenious workmen, the ſober and 


2 44S 


diligent country weavers who ſtill 


were taken in to fill the vacancies, 
acquired in a ſhort time the know 


ledge of the different works, and 


ſkill with ſobriety became united in 


the ſettlement.---This fixed detcr- 


mination ſo frequently exertcd, of at. 


once diſcharging any man who ap- 


peared a leader of cabals, a drunkard 
or an idler, without ſhewing any 


reſpect to his ſuperior {kill, or any 


T 
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fear of loſing PRs had been advanc- 


ed to him, operated moſt effeQually 


towards the eſtabliſhment of due ſub- 


ordination and order. 


Bor it is neceſſary now to mention 
the reception the goods met with in 
Dublin market.---At firſt they found 
a ready ſale, and ſeveral dealers in 
Mancheſter goods. feemed pleaſed at 
the attempt, and as Mr. Brooke had 
determined within himfelf to confine . 
his ſales to people in the trade, he 
withſtood every ſolicitation of the 


numerous friends to the undertaking 


to admit the manufactures to be ſold 
by retail on his account, but referred 


them to thoſe ſhops who had bought 
them. 


Bur the goods coming faſt into 5 


market and not having a proper 


place 


7” 


( 19 ) 
place or agent for the diſpofal of 
them, it was judged advifable to ap- 
point factors for the fales, and a very 
reſpectable houſe in a central ſitua- 
tion was choſen for this purpoſe.--- 
But though the ſmall parcels at firſt 
manufactured found a ready ſale, yet 
when large quantities were brought to 
market the jealouſy of the importers 
became awakened, and whether the 
Mancheſter merchants apprehended 
rivalſhip in this kingdom, and en- 
tered into a ſubſcription as ſome 


affirm, or whether it was owing to a | 


decline of trade in conſequence of 
the war, yet the fact was that num- 
bers of people were conſtantly em- 
ployed in bringing Mancheſter goods 
to Dublin, moſt part of which they 
ſmuggled in the packets from Liver- 
pool, and theſe they ſold at reduced 


* gave greater length of credit 
b C 2 | than 


Er pon — 
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than uſual, and for fificen months 
continued with every appcarance of 


determined perſeverance in a plan 
which it was hard indeed for an in- 
fant undertaking to withſtand. But 
Mr. Beresford and the other com- 


miſſioners with the trueſt patriotiſm 


took meaſurgs which tended to ſup- 


port our manufacturers againſt this 
attack, and but for the illicit im- 


ports would have had a perfect 
operation: They ordered the full 


duties to be levied on the entry of 
ſuch goods as paſſed through the 


Cuſtom-houſe, which full duties had 
been hitherto evaded by entering 
them under falſe denominations, and 
here it ſhould be mentioned that the 
manufacturers of Ireland are pecu- 
larly indebted to Mr. North, one of 
the land waiters, ſor his having exe- - 
cuted the orders of the board with 

uncom- 


v 
Cuz 
uncommon zeal.---A zeal of ſuch a 
nature is ſeldom liberally rewarded. 
---But why are fees admitted in theſe 
departments at the Cuſtom-houſe ? 
Why are not the ſalaries adequate to 
the employment and truſt ?---Is not 
human nature already too prone to 
deviate from duty and rectitude 
without being needleſsly expoſed to 
temptation. | 


7 o return---the ſtock of goods i in 
ſome time began to accumulate as 
the market became glutted with 
Engliſh fabrics, and application was 
repeatedly made by Mr. Brooke's 
factors to the ware-houſes and to 
the retailing ſhops. Theſe frequent 
ſolicitations, as the factors informed 
me, induced in eight or ten months 
rather more than half a dozen of the 
numerous retailers in Dublin, and 

three 


0 22 
three or . of the Fr dealers 
to come and look at the goods: 
Their patronage thus decreaſing in 
proportion as the manufacture ex- 
tended, and the ſtock having accu- 
mulated to the amount of many 
thouſand pounds, and ſome low ar- 
tifices having been practiſed to in- 
jure the character of the goods, 
Mr. Brooke was at length compelled 
in his own defence to have recourſe 
to a temporary expedient, and per- 
mitted his factors to ſell by retail: 
The effect of this meaſure ſoon con- 
vinced him that the public tide was 
in his favour, and inclined him to 
believe that the Dublin ſhop-keepers 
had not ſeen clearly their own in- 
tereſt by compelling him to a mea- 
fore inconſiſtent with. the eſtabliſhed 
rules of trade, but this perhaps may 


be of but ſhort continuance, and in- 
deed 


„ 
deed tis matter of ſurprize that the 
Dublin retailers do not endeavour 
to come upon ſome footing with 
Mr. Brooke, as I cannot ſee, provid- 
ed they had due profit on Iriſh goods, 
that it could do them «ny ſervice to 
prefer the ſale of Engliſh. 


Ix is abſurd to ſuppoſe that the 
importing merchants, as long as they 
continye to conſider an import trade 
as the only mode of employing their 
capital, ſhould wiſh to promote what 
might render importation unneceffary, 
and of courſe turn the trade from 
them into other channels. Vet into 
other channels it will ſurely fall, 
therefore theſe gentlemen ſhould ar- 
range their ſyſtem 1 in conformity to 
the recent revolution in our trade, 
and drop in with the general current 


inſtead of attempting to ſtem it. 
With- 
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Without entering into refined diſqui- 
fitions on the nature of trade which 


frequently betray one into falacious 


theories, I ſhould conceive we ſhould 
ſtudy and purſue the methods prac- 
tiſed in England, and which expe- 
rience has proved to be ſucceſsful, 


the ſimilarity of our conſtitution will 


now admit of our following her ex- 
ample, which we could not do here- 
tofore There, the intereſts of the 
merchant of London are one with. 
the intereſts of the manufacturers in 
the country; the induſtry and inge- 
nuity of the one become a ſource af 
wealth to the other, the merchant 


ſupports by his credit and capital the 


exertions of the manufacturer, and 
enables him to extend with ſpirit.— 
The capitals of each are thus doubled, 


and trade flouriſhes in proportion. 


DugtN 
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Dvstxs the long period wherein 
Mr. Brooke wanted fale for his 6 
goods, it was a fortunate circum- 
ſtance that he ſteadily perſevered in 
making ſuch articles as might be 
deemed ſtaple, and not liable to re- 
main on hands by any variation of 
faſhion. The happy conſequences of 
this were immediately experienced 
on the peace, as ſeveral merchants 
and gentlemen, ſanguine friends of 
the manufacture, ſubſcribed and 
purchaſed goods to a conſiderable 
amount, which were ſhipped for 
America. On this occaſion Meſſrs. 
Cope and Binns were particularly 
active, and Sir William Gleadowe 
Newcomen, Bart. and Co. ſhewed 
their zeal to forward the : Th" 
tures of Ireland. From this period 
the buſineſs took a favourable turn, 
private merchants made conſider= 
„„ able 


| (\ 26* ) 
aßle purcha ſes for the American 


müfket, a moſt promiſing trade was 


op En with the Portugueze, and a 


| Miter ering proſpect” at Oftend'=---It is. 


here but juſtice to mention what F 
have frequently” heard Mr. Brooke 


declare, that were it not for that 


ſteady ſupport he experienced from 
Meffrs. Latouche i m difcounting bills: 
at long dates“ particularly at times 
when” the mereantile world were” 
moſt diſtreffed, it would: have been 
impoſſible- for him to have extended 
himſelf, or brought the buſineſs to- 


S 


its preſent ftate. L have heard him 
alſo expreſs i in warm terms tlie ſenſe 


he entertained” -of the frequent c civi- 
lities ſhewed him by Meſlrs. Finlay 
and Co. but he was happy in having 
had the general good wiſhes of the 


| public, and ſuch a property as ob- 


tained him confidence. On wt [ 
& 22 8 | | Fo 


„„ 

II is rather ſingular that an exfiert 
trade ſhould be opened: of a fiaum- 
facture ãntroduted onh/ about! three 
years ſince, but ſuch is the: effedt 
of a ſpiited purſunnae of: the amt 
means; andrintroduction ofiacheiame 
machinery tby Which/ the manufaty 
ture-vBotyilhes;oin,bBaglands) and 
happy were it h e kingdom if 
other manufacture ꝓarticularlyt the 
W g ould attopt tile ode: 
we thould not then remain much 
longer nat ohject of ridigũle ãd the 
eyes of 'Barope for having mcgleGird | 
to cava ourſelves a that freedom 
for which we ſo gloriouſly ſtruggled.* 
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It is yet more ſingular, that 
whilſt we are able to meet our 
neighbours on equal ground at a 


foreign market, that we ſhould 


maintain an import trade, for home 


conſumption, of the ſame commo- 


dities loaded with a duty of 10l. 


per Cent. beſides other charges. 


J ſhould conceive this to be owing 


to ſome uncommon peculiarity in 


the On: oy NE" 05619 rag 
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"Mg. a 5 Soſlecifiing: at- 


tracted in its early infancy the kind 
notice of the Duke of Leinſter and 


x | 5 : 
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6 tons; The Corduroys are better and cheaper than 


« we expected, and we have the pleaſure of in- 
forming you that they are approved of equal to 
« Mancheſter manufactory. The colours of your 


44 Corduroys are good, being the proper Olive, 


We ſold a number of pieces of Corduroys at 


1 AuRion, which will leave a good profit,” 


( 29.) 

many of the neighbouring contin 
who have fince ſteadily continued 
their patronage and granted roads 
to the ſettlement, which prove of 
the utmoſt utility.---The Grand Jury 
of the county paid Mr. Brooke the 
flattering compliment of viſiting the 
factory, and mentioning it in-their 
addreſs to the Earl of Temple.“ 

The Lord Primate granted money 
for a church. The Dublin Society 
* their uſual zeal. to aſſiſt infant 
. T under- 


. * of the OmU TT RE appointed by the | 
- Grand Juxy of the County of Kildare to inquire 
into the ſtate of the Buildings and Manufacture, at 
the Town of Proſperous. | 
. 1. That the ſituation of the town is at 
eligible, as well in reſpect of fuel mn clofe to 
the bog and near the Grand Canal. 
2d. Thar the buildings are in general of brick tos 
F7 dated, ſafe, comfortable and convenient. 
3d. That there are factories of very great extent, 
fully N by carding, ſpinning, and various 
_._ *_ ther 
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undertakings. lent their aid by. form- 
e brem innig galculated to aſſiſt the 
ebsot bofnnig bn; TOTO 


to oog doaidw 71:41:54 
machines, and. conſiderable ee build- 
„ Ae campleated to contain greater works, 
"$1; bleach- green covered with Cotton goods, | 
"2g Wo parecided with/ zeal pleafure, an appears 
ayce bf order $6d regularity; in che conduct of every 


depamment,...ungommon | feige throughout the 


town, and the inhabitants in general comfortably 
cid ; Mo which" happy Atcumſtaaẽct we muſt 
chiefly attribute to the ſpirit of induſtry and ſobriety, 
which the eftaþliſhment of this manufaRure bas ſo 
ſuddenly i introduced. . 

Ick. We are further Pleaſed with . about 


wing hve boys and irle who: are apprentices, 
cloathed in A regular i Uniform, and wy ily n arts 
hitherto almoſt Jinknown | in this kingdom. 5 

Ech. Our — was highty gratified by tracing 


the progreſs of the cotton through the various ope- 
rations; and the number of, ingenious.,macbines thro' 
which it paſſes, in the proceſſes of carding, ſpinning, | 
weaving, bleaching, and printing z the apparatus for 5 
theſe laſt Wen ref the: a v d. is but 


ſpect lo een abel, the convenience of the 2 


| r vad the management of the water, to be 


20 i | admirably 


6 
cotton works. But Mi. Brooke's 
great inducement to- perſevere was 


| admirably calculated * we moſt e e = 
feC: buſineſs. © 2 41 
7th. Ta addit tion to the great range wa buildings 
in which the ptinting and bleaching works: are carried 
on, there are a number of dye and wor k-houſes al- 
moſl compleated for the finiſhing branches of this 
comprehenſive | undertaking, and theſe we under- 
ſtand, are all thar remain undone to econcentre the 
whole of the buſineſs at this ſpot, where three-ybars 
| ſince, there was not even a houſe to-be ſcen 
| 8th. We received ſingular pleaſure: ſroin the ap- 
pearance of univerſal induſtry which pervades this 
ſettlement, the ſound of the loom, and the noiſe. of 
machinery, were heard throughout, and the health» - 
ful and happy countenances of the inhabitants, af+ 
ford a. ſtriking proof, that it is the eſtabliſhment of 
a proper ſyſtem, and ſupplying: the means of induſtry, 
which alone are wanting to render the lower order of 
people in this kingdom happy, and we muſt neceffariiy 
conclude, that eſtzbliſhmenrs like this would be the 
only certain means to prevent emigtations, num 
ing employment to every age and deſcription,” © +=-» | 
' gth. We pereeive that a manufactory of eee; 
nitude and extent as Mr. Brooke's, would neceſſarily 


furniſſi 


CF - 
the favourable manner jn which his 
<3 to parliament was received 
through 


furniſh bread to an infinite number of people, more 
than the actual artiſts employed in it, and we there- 
fore lament that the appearance of this town as yet 
reſembles, too much that of a body without propor- 
tionable members, and for want of a ſufficient exten- 
fion of buildings, that hundreds are thus deprived of 
enjoying that bread which might be afforded here to 
the lower, and more common kinds of induſtry. 
And we preſume that were theſe circumſtances uni- 
verſally known, private perſons who now look forward 
from their native country to a ſettlement in the 
Weſtern world would prefer employing the capital 
' required to tranſport them thither in ſettling in a ſitu- 
ation where every ſpecies of induſtry muſt neceſſarily 
thrive under the regulations which are here maintained 
for the preſervation of good order and ſobriety. 

oth. At the ſame time that we muſt expreſs our 
admiration at the exertions and ſpirit of an individual, 
in perſevering and bringing: to ſuch a ſtate of matu- 
rity, an undertaking to which the united efforts of a 
company ſhould ſeem neceſſary ; we muſt expreſs our 
earneſt wiſhes, thar it may proceed to ſuch a degree 
of extenſion as to give ſupply to all foreign markets, 


as well as home conſumption, there being now de- 
mand 


( 33 ) 
through the now Lord Chief Baron 8 


repreſentation this opened a proſ- 
E pet 


mand infinitely "Ones what could be executed in n the 
number of buildings hitherto erected. 12 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the enterprizing yet 
well regulated exer tions of Capt. Brooke, merit out 
higheſt approbation, and that we deem it incumbent 
in us thus publicly to teſtify out ſentiments of his 
nar: undertaking. | 
Signed, 
MAT. AYLMER, Sheriff. 
ROB. POWER, Foreman. 


' ADDRESS of the COUNTY of KILDARE to the 
.LORD LIEUTENANT, 


May it pleaſe your Excellency, 


We E the High Sheriff and Grand Jury of the 
County of Kildare beg leave to aſſure your Excellency 
that we ſeel the higheſt ſatisfaction i in the approbation 
that your Excellency's conduct 'as Chief Governor, 
has ſo univerſally met with. | 

We heartily concur in applauding your Excelleney 3 
exertions for this country's proſperity, of which we 
have a ſtrong inſtance in our county, by your kind 
and well judged aſſiſtance to the manuſaQory eſta- 
bliſhed by — Brooke. 

16 
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bes of babe ſupport, ſuited to the 
extent of the plan; the bu ildings 
were therefore (on the parliamentary 
| grant): proſecuted with new vigour, 
the place ſoon became more populous, 
a weekly market was naturally form- 
£ | | ed, 


It is with ſincere concern that we perceive great 
reaſon to believe, that a Viceroy ſo capable and ſo 
willing to aſſiſt our welfare and eſtabliſh our con- 
ſtitution, is ſhortly. to reſign the government of this 
OO. 

[EAT MICH. AYLMER, Sheriff, 

: ROB. POWER, Foreman. 


His EXCELLENCY's Anſwer. 
[ return you my belt thanks for the ſatisfaction 
which you expreſs of my conduct in this Govern» 
| ment, which from unavoidable circumſtances I am 
obliged to quit, and or your aſſurances of regard 
and of eſteem. 

I felt a real pleaſure, upon a of public 
duty, in giving every encouragement to the manu- 
facture eſtabliſed by Capt. Brooke, to whoſe merit 
I am happy to bear this teſtimony in words very 
inadequate to the ſenſe I entertain of the obligations 
which this kingdom owes to his activity, real, and 
public ſpirit, 


) 
ed, public houſes were permitted fer 
the ſale of malt liquors, but the pro- - 
prietors prohibited, on paz n of inſtant 
diſmiſſion, to vend ſpirits of any de- 
nomination, and I will: venture to 
affirm that this regulation, Which has | 
been religioufly maintajned, has con- 
tributed eſſentially to the rapid ſug- - 
ceſs of the eſtabliſhment, and. that 
Ircland will. never arrive at a ſtate of 
reſ peclability till malt liquors become 
the beverage of the poor, and ſpirits 
for home conſumption ſo taxed as to 
give malt liquors a decided preference 
Gardens were formed behind each 
of the houſes, which tend to keep 
the wravers healthful, and ſupphy 
them with potatoes and other vege- 
tables. Every family that had been 
induſtrious was provided with a milch 
cow, the rents were regulated in 
wen. ſloppages, numbers of ap- 
E $ prentices 


. 


6 
prentices were taken in by the wea- 
vers and ſpinners-----But here I muſt 
obſerve a very unexpected, and al- 
moſt unaccountable circumſtance, 
viz. that it was with the utmoſt 


difficulty, and after the factory was 
nearly two years eſtabliſhed, before 
any of the children of Mr. Brooke's 


former tenants or labourers could, as 
he informed me, be prevailed upon 


to learn any branch of the buſineſs, 


yet now tis quite the reverſe. 


| Is 1782, there was an unfor- 


tunate riſe in the of price of cotton 
to nearly treble its uſual price, and 
its long continuance at this exor- 
bitant rate bore very hard on the 
young ſettlement, and had nearly 


put a ſtop to moſt of the manufac- 
turers in this line,---here perſeverence 


Was indeed neceſſary, and the temp- 


tation 


„ 


tation to draw back very powerful, 
where a number of people were kept 
conſtantly employed at a certain loſs. 
But about this period, Mr. Foſter, 
by whom the intereſts of this king- 
dom are perhaps beſt underſtood and 
moſt wiſely promoted, * was inſtru- 


mental 


* « What we have hitherto ſaid of the means 
by which a nation may acquire a ſuperiority over 
another in point of perfection in workmanſhip, 


proves that manufactures cannot ſupport them- 


ſelves in a flouriſhing ſtate without ſome aſſiſtance. 
They are indebted for that ſtate, partly to the 
concourſe of ſeveral various cauſes, always col- 
lected in one point of view by the legiſlature, : 
whoſe wiſdom and vigilance direct them equally 
towards the ſame end, 

„Whatever care the preſervation of ſo rich a 


mine requires, the greateſt: difficulty of all lies in 


the firſt finding out and opening of it: the ſtron- 
geſt efforts are never too great then, Rude and 


ignorant men are to be inſtructed, and their hands 


taught to have more intelligence than their heads 
ale ſuſceptible of; and thoſe novices are to be 
« made 
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mental with ſeveral other members 
of, the. linen, board. in obtaining the 
2104 U 33.35 DIV Gi ea 
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1 185 ho * are t jadge between them. 
5 — 4 ne mes gendrally made uſe; bf in France to 
14 encourage the eitabliſhment of manufactories, are 


5 to purchaſe at the public expence, the particular 
it « ſecrets, either for preparing or dying materials, 
5 " „ or:the engines, whether new, Of not known there 
| il «© before; and to grant .rewards, proportioned to 
i | the importance of ſuch new ,ungertakings. Thoſe 
1 | « rewards, always ; judged neceflary, arte perſonal 
1 4 giftinRions. and prerogatives gianted.to the direc- 


„ tors of the undertaking; funds adyanced ; proper 
<< places allotted to ſave expence at fiſt, till the 


ö F # | <'ptofits became certain; the purchaſing of what is 
| W e manufactured, or wrought, at a fixed price during 
1 « a certain time; a thing by no means to be ſlighted, 8 
{1 |; « and of which great advantage has been and may be 
1} « made; or laſtly, afbounty on the exportation of 
; ſt « thoſe produQions, until they are able to compete 
Fi «with foreign productions of the fame kind at theio 


«© proper market. 
« No part of the ſtate, but the Rockholders, can 


find fault with thoſe expences; becauſe they are 
- « the 
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Co} 
patronage of that body to the mixed 
linen and cotton 1 manufacture, a pa- 
; | tronage 


« the only men, who would not be 1 their dif. 
„ burſements with ufarious intereſt, That remark 
« alone ſufficiently ſhews that ſtates have not any 
* more certain. way to increaſe their riches. 2 

« A laſt way to encourage manufactories, is to 
« annex an idea of merit and diſtinction to the pro- 
« feſſion of manufacturers, or of thoſe who by their 
« extenſive correſpondences procure a vent for their 
« produQions abroad, That is but juſt ; fince thoſe 
© men, the merchants, are the diſpenfers of employ- 
40 ment and food to the induſtrious workman, and of | 
« the cultivator's reward. The ſtate is in a manner 
partner in the merchant's profits, without ſharing | 
« the hazard he runs, or the fatigues he undergoes ; 
« and, therefore, ought never to (ſight him, but 
« cheriſh, careſs, and honour him. The produc- 


tions of labour and ingenuity may, in general, be 
„compared to à piece of clock: work; the ſprings 
“ of which relax and ſpoil, when not taken care of, 
and which at length ſtop if not wound up in time. 
% The men who keep thoſe ſprings in order; who 
cc compoſe, connect, and put them in motion, ought 
„to be diſtinguiſhed by their country and by every 
citizen who is a friend to it.” ——See POSTLE- 
THW AYT's Commercial Intereſt explained, 8 
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( 4) 
tronage of ſuch importance again 
determined Mr. Brooke to perſevere. 
---It may not be improper here to 
obſerve the intimate connexion ſub- 
ſiſting between the linen and cotton 
manufactures, and the ſuperior ad- 
vantages this kingdom muſt have in 


foreign markets over others in all 


fabrics wherein linen yarn 1s uſed 
in warp, for as we may be ſuppoſed 


to ſtand now on nearly equal ground 
with reſpect to the raw cotton, ma- 


chinery and the prices of workman- 
ſhip, the chief hope of meeting our 
neighbours at an advantage abroad 
and where they have eſtabliſhed 
connex10ns 1s by bending our atten- 
tion to thoſe goods which are of 
mixed linen and cotton, as our hav- 


ing the linen yarn on better terms, 
turns the ſcale in our favour, and 


a very ſmall matter in point of 
| | . pre 


Gu) 

price opens 4 door for their reception. 
During the period in which Cotto. 
bore ſuch a high price, Mr. Brooke 
finding there was little employment 
at his dying factory in Dublin but 
for his own goods, judged it eligible 
for this reaſon and others which are 
unneceſſary to mention, to concentre 
the whole of the bufineſs in the 
country, and accordingly began to 
build houſes for the diffetent work- 
men who were to be removed; but 
juſt as a competent number had been 
 finiffied, the Earl of Teniple ſent for 
Mr. Brooke and informed him that 
# party of ſkilful hands from Man- 
cheſter had come hither in their way 
to America, and that it was wiſhed 
their emigration ſhould be prevented 
by their being taken into employ- 
merit here, and pointed out to Mr. 
Brooke that his endeavours to en- 
F „ 


( 42 ) 

gage them would be agreeable, 
which he did immediately, and 
brought ſeveral. of their families 
from one of the moſt diſtant parts 
in the kingdom ; but Mr. Brooke's 
trouble and expence was amply re- 
paid on this occaſion by the kind 
attention of his Excellency, whoſe 
repreſenta tion of the matter to Go- 
vernment in England obtained his 
Majeſty's letter, which was couched 
in terms highly flattering, 


Bur now freſh buildings became 
neceſſary, as thoſe prepared for the 
; dyers and other workmen belonging 
to that department were occupied by 
thefe emigrants, and Mr. Brooke 
commenced again vigoruſly and ac- 
quired new ſpirits to proceed by a 
handſome grant made him for ma- 
chinery, &c. by the linen board, who 
5 | SY had 
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had previouſly ſent Mr. Arbuthnot, 


their Inſpector General, to view and 
report on the ſtate of the works. 


Mx. Brooke has now very near- 
ly compleated and united the whole 
of his undertaking at his new town. 
An adequate idea of the manner in 
which the buſineſs. is there condye- 
ted, and of its nature and extent is 
only to be formed by viewing it, —a 
gratification from which no one is 
prohibited. Indeed it muſt be de- 
lightful to ſee a little Mancheſter 


which has ſprung up in three years 


ſpace, to ſee the various improve- 
ments concentred at one ſpot which 
have wrecked the invention of thou- 
ſands of the moſt ingenious mecha- 
nics to diſcover, to ſee one of thoſe 
great manufactures, the pride, the 


boaſt, and endleſs ſource of riches 


F 2 2. i 


4 

to England, at once eſtabliſhed and 
firmly rooted amongſt us —Exten- 
ſion now is alone required the de- 
mand for goods is wit! out limit the 
unemployed of Ireland numberleſs--- 
But how can a ſingle capital ſup- 
ply houſes and employment to every 
one ? | 


To conclude, thoſe gentlemen who 
are acquainted with the general ſtate 
of the lower orders of people i in this 
kingdom know well that nearly two 
thirds of the peaſantry are in a moſt 
wretched ſtate. Without adverting . 
to the cauſe they are called idle and 
Nothful ol acknowledge they are fo, 
and the meaner vices, lying, flattery | 
and theft are naturally predominant 
amongſt ſla ves; in vain then do we 
look for the virtues of a free people 
amongſt o our Pe Bot ſupply 


the 


? 


= the -means-of | induſtry beforewe con- 
demn our poor as unconquerably 


idle, and when they become inde- 
pendent by their labour the vir tues j 
of a free people will gradually ex- 
tirpate the vices attendant on ſlavery; 
and the penal laws may then be en- 
forced, when circumſtances fo alter 
as to render the plea of neceſſity, not 


as at preſent, too often well ground · . 


ed and unaniivcrable: 2 


0¹ 8 once oppreſſed and enflaw 


ved nation, little did the moſt fan- 


ovine hopes of thy warmeft friends 
expect the day of thy preſent eman- 


_ Cipation !-----Thou art free; but it is 


time, patience and labour that muſt 


| precede the enjoyment of the fruits 


of thy liberty. When ſhall hat in- 
aun thy TP oor Day. now freely [© 


ert, become univerſally diffuſed, that 


thy 


(64690). 
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thy children may remain no longer 


% 


nak ed, thy dwellings no longer ſhock 


the eye of humanity, and thy only 


por tion in the cattle around thee be 


the toil of tending, or driving them 


to market. - We ſhall inded have rea- 


ſon to boaſt the liberty we have ſo 


happily acquired, when the major 


part of the natives of this kingdom 
are cloathed, fed and houſed, as the 
peaſantry in our ſiſter kingdom. 
How pleaſing then muſt it be to eve- 
ry true friend of Ireland, to fee the 


ſtrides Mr. Brooke has made at his 
new town towards this deſirable ob- 
ject, to ſee cleanlineſs inſtead of filth, ' 


order inſtead of confuſion, diligence N 
and ſobriety inſtead of ſloth and in- 


ſtead of wretched hovels; to ſee plen- 


toxication, comfortable dwellings in- 


— 


ty and health inſtead of want and 


rags, to ſee a. place where the num 


9 


„„ 
ber of a man's children conſtitutes 
his riches, inſtead of dividing the 
ſcanty meal into yet fmaller portionsz 
and from feeble age to childhood 
there are ſuitable employments: Fi- 
nally, where an idler cannot exiſt, 
and where the induſtrious cannot 
. want---A place, which to the neigh- 
bouring country is like the heart to 
the human body, extending a ſecret 
but warm principle of life, which 
may yet ſerve to animate the remo- 
teſt * of the kingdom. 
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